Investigation of the incidence of influenza A viraemia caused by virus strains circulating among children in 1968 - 1977.
Nineteen strains of Type A influenza virus isolated from the blood of small children in 1968--77 were studied. The investigation of the strains in HAIR with antisera to the antigenic components of the strains in HAIR with antisera to the antigenic components of the strains A/Hong-Kong/68,A/Anglia/72, A/Port Chalmers/73 and A/Victoria/75 made it possible to demonstrate antigenic "drive" of the haemagglutinin in the years 1968--1977 and to divide the strains into 4 varieties. A high sensitivity to inhibitors was observed in all the strains isolated. The study of pathogenicity and toxicity of the strains revealed viraemia in the strains isolated during the 1972--1973 epidemic and the subsequent epidemics with the absence of pathogenicity and toxicity for white mice. Regular finding of viraemia coincided in time with increased thermostablty of the haemagglutnin in the strains under study.